THE  CHURCH.                                 5OI

demanded a tax from every married couple, rich or
poor, while some villages were the direct property of
the Sultan. The pasha had the right of making the
villagers work for him on certain days of the year
without remuneration, and levied an annual sum from
the land. Justice was administered by the kadi for
Christians and Mussulmans alike, while a Turkish
mollah had his seat at Belgrade.

As in Bulgaria, so in Servia, the Turks did not
attempt to root out Christianity from the country
which they had conquered. They long permitted the
Serfs to elect their own patriarch, who resided at
Ipek; but in the middle of the last century it was
considered more politic to have as head of the Serb
Church some one who was entirely under Turkish
control. The Greek patriarch, who resided at Con-
stantinople, was accordingly entrusted with the office,
and from that time forward he managed the ecclesias-
tical affairs of the Servian Christians and sent Greek
bishops to live among them. For Senna this change
was a great blow. The one department of public
life in which they had retained the right to conduct
their own business in their own way, was henceforth
in the hands of foreigners, who had more sympathy
with the Turks than with their flock. For the bishop
owed his appointment to the former, while he had to
raise the money to pay for it from the latter. The
proceedings of the Phanariote clergy in Bulgaria found
their parallel in Servia. The Greek bishops were
quite as oppressive to the struggling peasantry as the
Turkish officials. Xot only did they charge a heavy
sum for even* priest, whom they inducted, but they